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This is a beautifully presented book with wonderful colour photographs of the Damara hair sheep in its native southern African environment. This book has a soft cover, is printed on glossy paper and has 128 pages.
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In 2004 Dawie du Toit attended The World Congress on Coloured Sheep in New Zealand. His paper and video introduced us to the Damara with its wonderful range of colour patterns. The video featured the Himba tribe of Namibia and its long association with the Damara. Due to its isolation with this tribe, the Damara has maintained the characteristics of a landrace breed. That is hardiness, resistance to parasites, and the ability to thrive in harsh conditions.

At the conference Dawie met Dr Phil Sponenberg and Roger Lundie. Being geneticists they took a keen interest in the variety of phenotypes seen within the Damara. Both have been able to visit Dawie's flock and other flocks in southern Africa and were keen to work out the colour genetics involved. This book is the result of both geneticists’ theories of the genetic makeup of the different phenotypes.

Dawie's opening chapter gives a comprehensive description of the origin of the breed and the two types of Damara, the original thin tailed (Himba) variety and the fat tailed variety. It is interesting that in the tribal situation certain colours of animals were used for special occasions and some clans would only eat a certain colour of the Damara. Dawie also discusses the reasons for preserving a breed that is so suited to the harsh conditions without putting too much selection pressure on it to change its characteristics.
Dr Phil Sponenberg then gives ideas on how to maintain the hardiness of the breed in more intense farming situations. For example if an animal requires drenching it should be marked and removed from the breeding flock. He states "selection goals must be carefully targeted so as not to lose the essential qualities of an adapted landrace such as the Damara".

Dr Sponenberg’s genetics paper gives an analysis of some of the colour patterns with wonderful colour photographs by Dawie. The use of the photographs to depict the particular phenotype gives a very clear image

Roger Lundie then gives a very good account of the genetics of colour in sheep. This is followed by an in depth look at the different phenotypes he has observed in the Damara. Roger has put a lot of time and research into this section and there is an amazing amount of detail. Through Roger's experience with his work on the Agouti locus in woolled sheep, he is able to postulate possible gene combinations for the variety of phenotypes. In a number of cases he is suggesting a new allele at the Agouti locus. Some matings are being carried out and others are planned by Dawie to substantiate these.

There is strong evidence for the presence of a dominant black gene in the Damara. White markings are common in the Damara and can mask other colour patterns. They are genetically complex. Roger postulates a number of possible solutions to this.

In his explanation of the genetics of the Damara Roger uses comparisons with a number of other breeds. His article therefore covers some of the genetics involved in such breeds as the Karakul, Icelandic, Merino, Dorper, Namaqua Afrikaner, Herdwick and Blackhead, Redhead and Speckled Persian.

Roger also includes a section on how the white colour of the white woolled breeds is achieved which I feel all breeders of white sheep will find very interesting.

This book is well referenced for anyone interested in further reading.

The colour photographs in this book are a credit to Dawie. They add significantly to the genetic descriptions. Dawie is to be congratulated for his dedication to preserving the diversity of the Damara.
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